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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1953 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Hove. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Most  of  the  subjects  upon  which  special  information  is  required  is  in 
relation  to  the  services  provided  by  Local  Health  Authorities  under 
Part  111  of  the  National  Health  Act,  but  reports  are  asked  for  in 
connection  with  the  purity  and  cleanliness  of  foods  prepared  or 
distributed  in  the  district  and  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 
In  this  connection  is  is  perhaps  pertinent  to  refer  to  the  revised  Food 
and  Drugs  Bill  which  at  the  present  time  is  under  consideration  by 
Parliament.  Following  my  usual  custom  I have  not  confined  myself 
in  this  foreword  entirely  to  subjects  strictly  within  the  province  of 
the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  but  have  thought  fit  to  mention  and 
comment  upon  other  matters  which  although  not  perhaps  the 
statutory  responsibility  of  the  Council,  are  of  general  interest  and 
importance. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Last  year  I stressed  the  danger  to  the  amenities  of  coastal  resorts 
like  Hove,  of  uncontrolled  extension  and  development  and  I suggested 
that  they  should  fix  the  maximum  population  which  they  could 
accommodate  in  the  future.  The  suggestion,  although  well  received 
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in  some  quarters,  was  thought  on  the  whole  to  be  impractical.  Never- 
theless, in  considering  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  figure  of 
the  population,  69,370  for  1953,  some  120  less  than  1952,  it  would 
seem  that  without  any  direct  intervention  or  planning,  my  ideal  is 
being  achieved.  Since  1946  the  population  of  Hove  has  remained 
virtually  stationary  and  1 see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  in  the 
least  likely  that  there  will  be  a spectacular  rise  in  the  near  future.  At 
the  recent  enquiry  on  the  County  Development  Plan,  an  estimate  of 
83,000  was  given  as  the  possible  population  for  Hove  within  the  next 
20  years,  but  as  this  would  involve  a 20%  increase  by  migration, 
which,  as  it  is  dependent  upon  economic  factors  which  at  present  are 
acting  adversely,  seems  to  my  mind  unlikely.  Doubtless  the  number 
of  families  rehoused  in  separate  accommodation  will  continue  to 
increase  and  people  will  move  from  one  part  of  the  town  to  another, 
from  a flat  to  a house  or  vice  versa , much  of  which  will  undoubtedly 
benefit  the  individual,  but  will  be  of  doubtful  advantage  to  the 
community  if  it  merely  involves  the  emptying  of  one  property  to 
occupy  another.  A Birth  Rate  of  11.34  and  a Death  Rate  of  17.04 — - 
709  births  to  1182  deaths,  and  a population,  57%  of  whom  are  45 
years  and  over,  cannot  lead  to  a natural  increase  of  population  and 
some  means  must,  therefore,  be  found  of  attracting  more  immigrants, 
particularly  of  the  younger  age  groups.  Whilst  one  may  be  slightly 
pessimistic  about  the  overall  growth  of  Hove  it  is  a matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  year  by  year  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  reaches  a new 
low  Level — 12.69  in  1953  as  against  26.8  for  England  and  Wales. 
Obviously  this  welcome  decline  cannot  go  on  indefinitely  since  there 
will  always  be  accidents  and  infections  in  the  first  year  of  life  which 
no  medical  or  welfare  services  can  prevent.  On  the  other  hand,  an 
analysis  of  the  causes  of  adult  death  gives  little  encouragement  to 
the  view  that  they  can  be  greatly  reduced  either  by  new  medical 
discoveries  or  improved  environment  or  healthier  ways  of  living, 
since  there  is  a great  preponderence  of  those  diseases  associated  with 
advancing  years  and  old  age.  By  prolonging  lives  we  have  only 
made  them  liable  to  a different  group  of  terminal  diseases.  Heart 
and  Circulatory  diseases  were  responsible  for  371  deaths,  a total 
which  is  raised  to  422  if  Coronary  disease,  frequently  associated  more 
with  late  middle  age,  is  included;  Cancer  accounts  for  a further 
207,  the  two  together  making  up  54%  of  the  total.  At  the  other  end 
of  the  scale  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
any  of  the  acute  infections  of  childhood,  including  Poliomyelitis, 
and  Tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  was  only  responsible  for  10  deaths. 
The  Respiratory  Infections  affecting  mostly  old  people,  Influenza 
and  Pneumonia,  accounted  for  a further  133.  There  were  4 deaths 
from  road  accidents,  20  from  other  accidents  and  10  cases  of  suicide. 
A great  deal  is  made  in  some  quarters  of  the  stress,  strain  and  pace  of 
modern  life  as  a factor  in  unexpected  illness  and  premature  death, 
but  every  generation  has  experienced  insecurity  in  some  shape  or  form 
and  causes  of  early  demise  are  to  be  sought  for  more  in  modes  of 
unhealthy  living  and  a sedentary  existence.  The  sufferer  from 
coronary  disease,  for  example,  is  inclined  to  blame  the  rush  and 
hurry  of  the  life  which  the  invention  of  the  internal  combustion 
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engine  and  the  telephone  have  promoted — actually  the  harmful 
effects  of  these  and  other  vehicles  of  progress  are  produced  quite  as 
much  by  the  physical  inaction  which  their  employment  entails  as  by 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  operations  which  they  permit  us  to 
perform  in  the  course  of  a working  day.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the 
modern  mind  has  exalted  the  value  of  rest  both  as  a relief  from  work 
whose  deleterious  effects  upon  the  body  have  been  greatly  exaggerated, 
and  as  a cure  for  illness. 

Hospital  practice  and  organisation  in  this  country  emphasises  this 
attitude  by  insisting  that  whatever  the  nature  of  his  illness  the  patient 
must  expect  to  remain  in  bed  and  little  or  no  provision  is  made  for 
his  comfort  when  he  is  permitted  up. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  followed  the  pattern  broadly 
of  the  post-war  years,  except  that  there  was  a preponderance  of 
Measles,  nearly  1,000  cases  compared  with  65  in  1952,  and  a rise  in 
the  Whooping  Cough  notifications  from  65  to  176.  Representations 
were  made  during  the  year  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  no  useful 
purpose  commensurate  with  the  expenditure  involved  in  the  payment 
of  the  fees,  was  served  by  continuing  the  notification  of  these  two 
diseases,  but  it  was  decided  that  they  should  remain  on  the  list. 
There  may  be  very  good  reasons  for  this  decision,  but  it  is  hard  to 
understand  why  Scarlet  Fever,  which  to-day  is  only  a very  mild 
manifestation  of  a streptococcal  infection  of  the  throat,  should  have  to 
be  notified,  whereas  severe  Tonsillitis,  without  a rash,  caused  by  exactly 
the  same  germ,  should  escape.  Dysentery  of  a mild  type  has  been 
prevalent  since  the  war  and  while  not  serious  in  its  effects  in  adults,  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  eradicate — a matter  of  some  importance  where 
the  patient  is  handling  food  or  working  with  young  babies.  There 
were  4 cases  of  Food  Poisoning,  all  of  whom  quickly  recovered,  but 
one  has  continued  to  excrete  the  germ— an  unusual  type — -ever  since. 
Fortunately,  however,  his  occupation  is  such  that  he  can  be  allowed 
to  remain  in  it  without  undue  risk.  The  issue  in  April  of  the  revised 
Public  Health  Infectious  Disease  Regulations  strengthened  the  hand 
of  the  M.O.H.  in  dealing  with  these  intestinal  infections — he  is  now 
able  to  exclude  from  any  occupation  connected  with  food  or  drink, 
not  only  the  actual  sufferer,  but  also  a carrier,  and  he  is  allowed  to 
do  this  on  his  own  responsibility  in  the  first  place  without  waiting 
for  the  approval  of  his  Authority.  In  one  case  during  the  year 
action  under  this  Regulation  was  taken  and  the  employee  concerned 
suspended  from  work  for  12  days. 

The  long-standing  controversy  over  the  ownership  of  the  Dis- 
infecting Plant  at  Foredown  Hospital  was  finally  settled  by  agreement 
with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  terms  which  will  provide 
disinfecting  facilities  for  the  Council  for  many  years  to  come  unless 
an  outbreak  of  a major  infection  arises.  To-day  general  disinfection 
of  bedding  is  only  necessary  in  a minority  of  infectious  diseases  and 
in  practice  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  the  only  one  for  which  there  is 
any  demand. 
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Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

In  contrast  to  1952  when  there  were  25  cases  with  2 deaths  and  6 
severely  paralyzed,  1953  produced  only  9 cases  of  which  5 were 
classified  as  non-paralytic,  in  other  words  the  disease  did  not  proceed 
beyond  the  stage  of  a general  infection,  and  4 in  which  there  was  some 
degree  of  paralysis.  In  only  one  of  these  was  the  paralysis  extensive, 
but  at  the  time  of  her  transfer  to  a hospital  in  her  home  town  in 
the  Midlands  the  patient  had  made  considerable  progress  towards 
recovery.  In  all  the  other  cases  there  was  a return  to  normality  at 
the  time  of  the  discharge  from  hospital.  The  ages  affected  ranged 
from  the  under  5 to  adolescence  and  3 out  of  the  4 paralytic  cases 
were  in  the  3 — 4 age  group.  There  was  one  instance  of  two  cases 
within  the  same  family — father  and  son — the  former  presumably 
contracting  it  from  the  latter.  Within  the  last  year  we  have  attached 
much  more  importance  to  contact  infection  and  we  believe  that  this 
plays  a much  more  important  role  in  the  transmission  of  the  disease 
than  we  had  previously  thought.  It  is  not  a direct  transmission 
since  it  is  unusual  for  two  members  of  the  same  family  to  be  infected 
in  a recognisable  form  one  from  the  other,  but  it  is  possible  in  some 
cases  to  trace  suggestive  illnesses  among  the  close  contacts  which 
may  be  abortive  attacks  of  the  disease.  This  raises  the  question  and 
the  practicability  of  quarantining  of  such  contacts  which  would  have 
to  be  on  the  lines  of  strict  smallpox  isolation  if  it  was  to  be  effective. 
At  the  moment  all  we  can  do  is  to  advise  intimate  contacts  to  avoid 
mixing  with  children,  to  exclude  from  school,  children  and  those 
engaged  in  dealing  with  them  and  to  debar  food  handlers  from 
continuing  at  work  because  of  the  possible  risk  of  the  contamination 
of  the  products  by  the  virus  excreted  in  the  stools.  Our  hope  for 
the  future  in  dealing  with  this  disease  lies  in  the  production  of  a 
vaccine  capable  of  producing  active  immunisation  which  will  last 
for  some  years.  Now  that  the  virus  can  be  grown  on  human  tissue 
in  the  laboratory,  that  expectation  may  not  be  far  distant. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Chest  Clinic  Register  has  superseded  the  M.O.H’s  Notification 
Register  as  the  index  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  and 
in  1953  the  total  number  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuperculosis 
diagnosed  was  48  Males,  22  Females  and  6 Children.  Non-Pulmonary, 
2 Males,  1 Female  and  2 Children.  9 Patients  were  classified  as 
recovered  and  10  died.  This  illustrates  the  trend  throughout  the 
country — an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  due  in  part  to 
more  vigorous  search  for  cases  by  such  methods  as  Mass  Radiography 
and  Contact  Examination  and  a decrease  in  the  general  mortality. 
Whilst,  therefore,  it  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  the  Death  Rate 
has  been  so  noticeably  reduced  since  the  war,  there  is  no  reason  for 
complacency— a high  proportion  of  the  deaths  are  amongst  those  in 
the  prime  of  life  and  the  increase  in  new  cases  shows  that  the  battle 
is  not  yet  won.  The  severance  of  the  Chest  Clinic  from  the  control 
of  the  Health  Department  has  had  some  advantages  in  that  the  standard 
of  treatment  has  risen  in  many  cases  by  the  substitution  of  consultants 
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with  special  experience  in  all  respiratory  diseases,  for  Tuberculosis 
Officers  whose  knowledge  was  limited  to  the  one,  but  it  has  also  lost 
something  in  that  the  M.O.H.  has  a less  complete  picture  of  the  state 
of  the  disease  in  his  area  and  a less  detailed  knowledge  of  the  progress 
of  the  individual  case.  In  Hove  this  is  minimised  by  close  personal 
liaison  with  the  Chest  Physician  and  a weekly  conference  with  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  at  which  new  cases  and  the  progress  of 
the  old  ones  are  reviewed.  In  this  way  1 am  enabled  to  provide 
means  of  accelerating  the  recovery  or  minimising  the  risk  of  infection 
in  certain  cases. 

Housing. 

Since  December  1953,  110  houses  have  been  completed  and  a further 
178  houses  are  in  course  of  construction.  Although  during  the  year 
168  families  were  rehoused,  there  still  remain  on  the  waiting  list  877 
cases  of  whom  approximately  a quarter  consist  of  families  with  two 
children  or  more.  I am  concerned,  however,  by  the  number  of 
families,  small  perhaps  in  relation  to  the  total,  in  whose  case  the  3-year 
waiting  period  or  the  dearth  of  accommodation  at  the  lower  income 
levels,  precludes  any  immediate  hope  of  the  improvement  of  their 
present  surroundings.  I know  that  they  are  frequently  on  my  appeal, 
placed  on  the  Priority  List,  but  this  does  not  always  bring  them 
appreciably  nearer  obtaining  a Council  house  or  flat.  In  saying  this 
I am  mindful  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  allocating  vacancies  on 
Council  estates  ; even  those  Authorities  who  have  devised  an  elaborate 
point  system  find  that  it  is  not  always  the  solution  of  this  problem. 
Nevertheless,  1 could  wish  that  some  method  could  be  devised  of 
assisting  those  applicants  with  young  children  on  whose  health  and 
welfare  the  long  wait  for  better  accommodation  must  have  a deleterious 
effect.  This  will  be  particularly  important  when  the  Council’s 
building  programme  comes  to  an  end  and  the  only  vacancies  will  be 
from  the  reletting  of  existing  properties. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  detailed  analysis  of  the  age  groups  in  the  County  of  East  Sussex 
revealed  by  the  Census  of  1951  has  not  yet  appeared,  but  provisional 
figures  show  that  in  Hove  in  that  year  there  were  3,900  Males  over 
the  age  of  65  and  14,000  Females  over  the  age  of  60,  comprising 
some  25%  of  the  total  population.  It  is,  therefore,  not  surprising 
that  in  1953  one  of  the  largest  social  problems  was  the  care  of  the 
aged,  whether  they  were  ambulant,  bedridden  or  borderline,  and 
requests  for  investigation  and  assistance  continue  to  arrive  at  the 
Public  Health  Department  daily  from  doctors,  social  workers,  relatives 
and  landladies.  In  all  213  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year 
with  results  as  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  12.  One  of  the  difficulties 
involved  in  dealing  with  these  old  people  in  their  own  homes  is  that 
there  is  no  statutory  Authority  responsible  for  their  care — the  National 
Assistance  Board  looks  after  their  financial  needs,  the  County  Welfare 
and  Geriatric  Units  endeavour  to  provide  accommodation  'or  them 
when  they  become  incapable  of  caring  for  themselves,  but  frequently 
the  initial  investigation  has  to  be  taken  on  information  received  at 
the  Health  Office.  It  is  true  that  various  voluntary  organisations  do 
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take  an  interest  in  individuals  and  in  various  ways  seek  to  alleviate 
their  lot,  notably  the  W.V.S.  with  their  Meals  on  Wheels  Service, 
but  the  ones  that  come  my  way  are  usually  those  without  friends  or 
relations  and  sometimes  without  a doctor. 

There  have  been  the  usual  number  of  borderline  cases  but  these 
have  been  settled  by  friendly  discussion  with  the  County  Welfare 
and  Geriatric  Unit,  and  there  have  been  a few  where  old  age  has  been 
coupled  with  blindness  or  deafness,  which  has  made  their  disposal 
more  difficult.  It  seems  to  me  that  some  re-allocation  between  the 
two  agencies  responsible  for  providing  accommodation  for  the 
aged  might  now  be  considered,  and  that  the  Welfare  Authority 
might  take  into  its  homes  the  chronic  sick  who  are  also  elderly  for 
whom  nothing  can  be  done  medically  but  require  only  simple  nursing, 
and  the  Geriatric  Unit  accept  responsibility  for  those  for  whom  there 
is  a prospect  of  rehabilitation  or  need  skilled  nursing  care.  What 
additional  strain  that  would  put  upon  Welfare  beds  I cannot  say, 
but  it  would  have  the  advantage  of  keeping  together  the  ambulant, 
the  frail  ambulant  and  the  elderly  uncomplicated  bedridden  and  would 
postpone  at  any  rate  in  some  cases,  that  removal  to  hospital  and 
consequent  separation  from  their  friends  of  the  elderly  inmate  of  an 
Old  People’s  Home  whose  physical  condition  has  deteriorated 
sufficiently  to  require  actual  nursing. 

Proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  for  the  removal  of  5 old  people  to  appropriate  Welfare  and 
Hospital  accommodation,  and  in  4 of  these  orders  were  granted  by 
the  Court.  In  the  5th  the  order  was  not  made  but  I was  asked  to  keep 
the  case  under  supervision  and  at  a later  date  he  withdrew  his  objection 
and  entered  hospital,  only  to  die  the  following  day.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  effect  of  these  compulsory  removal  orders  is  the  rapid  death 
of  those  who  are  forced  to  acquiesce  in  them,  but  that  has  not  been  my 
experience.  I have  visited  quite  a number  subsequent  to  their 
removal  and  have  found  that  they  settled  down  very  quickly  in  their 
new  surrounds  and  admit  that  they  were  foolish  ever  to  have  resisted 
in  the  first  instance.  Quite  a number  virtually  withdraw  their 
objection  at  the  time  of  removal — perhaps  an  example  of  that 
obstinancy  which  at  times  excites  our  admiration  and  exhausts  our 
patience  in  dealing  with  old  people.  Some  of  our  most  difficult 
problems  belong  to  the  class  which  has  been  termed  “decayed  gentle- 
folk,” who  cherish  their  independence  even  if  it  means  living  in  squalid 
surroundings,  and  find  it  impossible  to  accept  the  alternative  of 
joining  a community,  especially  if  it  involves  sharing  a bedroom. 

In  consequence  of  difficulties  which  arose  in  connection  with  the 
registration  of  one  home  which  opened  for  the  reception  of  old 
people  and  subsequently  admitted  a number  of  nursing  cases,  a 
recommendation  was  sent  forward  to  the  County  Council  that  the 
registration  and  inspection  of  Old  People’s  Homes  should  be  added 
to  the  delegated  powers  already  possessed  by  Hove  in  respect  of 
nursing  homes.  The  County  Council  has  not  yet  given  its  decision, 
but  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  one  Department  controlling  these 
two  different  types  of  home,  the  distinction  between  which  is  not 
always  very  definite. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


The  number  of  babies  vaccinated  during  the  year  showed  a slight 
decrease  compared  with  1952  and  amounted  to  only  about  50%  of 
the  total  births.  The  number  of  re-vaccinations  was  just  over  200, 
many  of  these  solely  to  gain  admission  to  countries  where  an  Inter- 
national Certificate  is  required.  Recently  the  Ministry  of  Health 
pointed  out  that  if  Diphtheria  is  to  remain  virtually  extinct  in  this 
country,  at  least  75%  of  babies  must  be  immunised  during  their 
first  year  of  life,  whereas  in  fact  in  1953  the  proportion  was  only 
31.5.  In  Hove  the  position  was  somewhat  better  with  44%  but 
this  is  10%  lower  than  in  1952  and  if  this  decrease  continues  it  will 
only  be  a matter  of  time  before  Diphtheria,  perhaps  of  a virulent  type, 
reappears  in  the  town.  We  are  now  using  a combined  injection 
which  protects  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria,  although  in 
the  former  disease  the  protection  is  not  so  absolute.  It  has  recently 
been  suggested  that  we  should  follow  the  example  of  Canada  and 
include  Tetanus  as  a third  disease  to  be  immunised  against.  Tetanus 
cases  throughout  the  country  amount  to  about  80  per  annum,  about 
half  of  which  are  under  the  age  of  20 — a very  small  number — and  it 
hardly  seems  worth  while  to  immunise  every  baby  against  a disease 
with  such  a small  incidence.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  decide  whether  a particular  injury  carries  with  it  the  risk 
of  Tetanus  and  warrants  the  giving  of  anti-Tetanus  serum. 


Fly  Infestation. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  the  beaches  in  Hove,  along  with 
most  other  South  Coast  towns,  were  infested  with  the  Seaweed  Fly, 
Coelopa  Frigida , which  although  in  no  way  injurious  to  health  or 
capable  of  carrying  disease,  undoubtedly  caused  serious  inconvenience, 
and  unless  prevented  from  reappearing  during  the  following  spring, 
was  likely  to  impair  the  popularity  of  these  holiday  resorts.  At  the 
time  very  little  was  known  about  the  life  cycle  and  the  habits  of  the 
fly,  nor  about  the  best  methods  of  destroying  it,  but  it  appeared  that 
it  is  dependent  upon  seaweed  for  its  food  supply  and  its  breeding 
grounds,  and  that  the.,  larvae,  after  hatching  out,  complete  their 
development  in  the  deeper  layers  of  the  shingle.  The  fly  is  a normal 
inhabitant  of  the  seashore  in  this  country  and  the  reason  for  this 
phenomenal  increase  in  the  autumn  of  1953  is  not  exactly  known, 
but  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  suggested  that  the 
abnormally  wet  summer  of  1953  prolonged  the  normal  population 
increase  into  the  autumn  and  the  flne  weather  at  the  end  of  that 
period  provided  unusually  favourable  conditions  for  reproduction. 
I he  unusual  deposit  of  seaweed,  much  of  which  was  incorporated 
in  the  shingle,  may  have  been  another  factor.  At  that  time  no  official 
guidance  was  available  as  to  the  best  method  of  dealing  with  the 
infestation,  but  since  little  could  be  done  to  kill  the  adult  flies  on  the 
wing  it  seemed  reasonable  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  eggs  on  the 
surface  and  prevent  the  fully  developed  larvae  from  emerging  from 
the  shingle.  This  was  effected  by  spraying  the  affected  foreshore 
with  a D.D.T.  insecticide  which  in  practice  proved  most  successful. 
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Two  problems  still  remained  to  be  solved— whether  the  larvae 
could  survive  the  winter  and  if  so  what  means  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  a recurrence  in  the  following  spring,  bearing  in  mind  that 
complete  co-ordination  of  effort  would  be  required  from  all  the 
coastal  authorities.  At  a general  conference  held  in  February  1954 
at  Worthing,  most  of  these  authorities  agreed  to  co-operate  and  a small 
working  party  of  officers  was  set  up  to  formulate  plans  and  settle  the 
details.  In  consequence  of  a slight  return  of  the  fly  at  the  beginning 
of  March  1954,  all  the  beaches  were  systematically  sprayed  from 
Portsmouth  to  Eastbourne  and  since  that  date  no  further  reports 
have  been  received  of  any  serious  infestation. 

General  Administration. 

Last  year  in  the  concluding  paragraph  1 referred  in  somewhat 
pessimistic  terms  to  the  future  of  the  M.O.H.  and  the  Public  Health 
Service  and  these  views  have  been  exemplified  by  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  replacing  Dr.  Newman,  the  Deputy  when  he 

left  at  the  end  of  May  this  year.  Of  the  three  sections  of  the  medical 
profession,  Consultants,  General  Practitioners  and  whole  time  Public 
Health  Officers,  the  last-named  have  received  the  least  consideration, 
both  as  regards  prospects,  remuneration  and  status,  and  it  is  not 
surprising  that  Public  Health  should  be  regarded  as  the  Cinderella  of 
the  services  and  be  starved  of  entrants.  The  same  applies  to  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  unless  something  is  done  speedily  to  improve  conditions 
and  prospects  and  attract  new  recruits  to  both  of  these,  the  country 
will  be  faced  with  the  possibility  of  a breakdown  in  the  preventive  side 
of  the  social  and  welfare  services  and  the  failure  to  deal  adequately 
with  a major  epidemic. 

The  year  that  I have  attempted  to  review  in  this  report  is  one  with 
no  spectacular  occurrences  or  epidemics,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
were  sufficient  minor  events  to  be  a constant  reminder  that  the  price 
of  safety  in  Public  Health  is  eternal  vigilance.  In  that  task  I am 
indebted  to  all  my  medical  colleagues,  particularly  Dr.  Newman,  the 
Deputy  M.O.H.,  whose  recent  departure  has  been  universally 
regretted,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Churcher  and  the 
District  Inspectors,  Mr.  Rickett,  the  Chief  Clerk  and  the  clerical  staff, 
all  of  whom  in  their  several  ways  have  rendered  efficient  and  loyal 
service. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
I am  also  deeply  indebted,  not  only  for  encouragement  but  for  sup- 
port and  confidence  throughout  the  year  in  an  office  where  so  much 
of  the  responsibility  for  decisions  and  actions  must  of  necessity  be  an 
entirely  personal  one. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1st  July,  1954. 
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STATISTICS,  1953. 


Area 

(Acres)  4,01 0J 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1953) 

• • 

69,370 

Population,  1951  (Census) 

• • 

69,435 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1953) 

£1,168,819 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£4,729 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 670 

353 

317 

Illegitimate  . . . . 39 

29 

10 

Birth  rate  : 10.22  (standard). 

Birth  rate  : 11.34  (corrected). 

Deaths  . . . ..  1182 

499 

683 

Death  rate  : 17.04  (standard). 

Death  rate  : 10.74  (corrected). 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

207 

Deaths  from  Measles 

t • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . . 8 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  . . 1 

1 

, 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 12.69. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 

Still  Births  : 11. 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 
Rate  per  1,000  Births 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Infant  Deaths  : 9. 

Under  one  month  . . 7,  /.<?.,  77.7% 


0.16 

15.51 

Nil 


11.94 

25.64 

10.45 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 
1953  was  32.  During  the  year  2 homes  were  discontinued  and  no  new 
homes  were  registered. 


OLD  PEOPLE,  1953. 


Still  at  home 

122 

(8  of  these  have  died). 

Brighton  General  Hospital 

32 

(One  on  a 3-day  Order,  13  have 

died). 

County  Welfare  Homes 

24 

(2  of  these  have  died). 

Private  O.P.  Homes  . . 

7 

St.  Francis  Hospital  . . 

8 

(1  of  these  has  died). 

Nursing  Homes 

11 

(4  of  these  have  died). 

Southlands  Hospital  . . 

2 

(1  of  these  has  died). 

Cuckfield  Hospital 

1 

New  Sussex  Hospital 

1 

Private  M.D.  Homes 

1 

Left  district 

4 

Total  . . 213 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


1 

Totals 
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Th  sse  figures  include  “Inward  Transfers. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1953. 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


14 


Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


STATEMENT  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  TO  THE  BRIGHTON 
V.D.  CLINIC  FROM  THE  HOVE  AREA  DURING  1953. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Syphilis 

Gonor 

RHOEA 

O 

COND 

THER 

ITIONS 

110 

79 

31 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

4 

2 

23 

3 

52 

26 

Less  Cases  ti 

1 

4 ! 3 

ransferr 

1 

ed  fron 

1 

i other 

Centres 

2 

to  Hove  area. 

1 

1 — 

— 

New 

106 

Infectic 

76 

)ns  fror 

30 

n Hove 

3 

area 

2 

21 

2 

52 

26 

Syphilis  Cases  Diagnosed  as  follows. 


Primary 

M. 

1 

F. 

Secondary  . . 

— 

— 

Early  Latent 

— 

— 

Cardio  Vascular 

2 

— 

Neurosyphilis 

— 

— 

Late  Latent  and  Tertiary 

— 

2 

Congenital  under  1 year 

— 

— 

Congenital  over  1 year 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Other  Conditions  diagnosed  as  follows. 


M. 

F. 

Non-Specific  Urethritis 

16 

— 

Requiring  Treatment 

22 

16 

Not  requiring  Treatment 

14 

10 

52 

26 

15 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


16 


There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 


VACCINATION 
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(a)  HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


Council  Houses.  Total  at  Quarter  ended 

31/12/52  31/3/53  30/6/53  30/9/53  31/12/53 


(a)  To  be  built  under 


Contracts  signed  by 
the  Council 

806 

818 

948 

948 

948 

(b) 

Total  number 
completed 

660 

698 

710 

714 

770 

(c) 

Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

146 

120 

238 

234 

178 

(d) 

To  be  built  by 
direct  labour  by 
Housing  Depart- 
ment 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

(e) 

Total  number 
completed 

240 

240 

240 

240 

240 

(0 

Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Requisitioned  Property. 

(g) 

Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
requisition  has 
been  confirmed  . . 

128 

121 

110 

110 

105 

(h) 

Number  of  family 
units  contained  in 
these  properties  . . 

493 

479 

458 

458 

445 
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(b)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  OF 
ACCOMMODATION  IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  AT 

31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 


Council  Houses  and  Flats  . . 1856 

Requisitioned  Property  445 

Old  People’s  Flats  . . . . 44 

Manor  House,  Flour  I.  Farm 

and  31  Wilbury  Gardens  . . 6 


2351 


(c)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  REHOUSED 
IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  FROM  1st  JANUARY,  1953 
TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1953. 

168 


(d)  THE  PRESENT  POSITION  AS  TO  OUTSTANDING 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION  IS  AS 

FOLLOWS. 


One  or  more  Adults 

124 

Man  and  wife  only 

214 

Man,  wife  and  1 child 

277 

Man,  wife  and  2 children 

. . 

152 

Man,  wife  and  3 children 

. • 

53 

Man,  wife  and  4 or  more 

children 

21 

Aged  persons 

• 

36 

Total 

877 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 872 

Total  number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . 1411 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 952 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  . . 369 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . 503 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 503 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 20 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 56 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 58 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 62 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were  found  29 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 16 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . Nil 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . 93 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 51 

Food  Retailers  Premises. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 441 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 101 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 138 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  ...  . . . . 167 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 194 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . . 42 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 82 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 933 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  ..  ..  15 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Hawkers’  Barrows. 

Number  of  Hawkers’  Barrows  inspected  . . . . 18 

Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . 41 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  . . . . Nil 

Statutory  . . . Nil 
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Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 25 

Number  of  visits  for  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 14 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 29 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  , . . . 5 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 12 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . 82 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Illness.  Infectious  . . 101 

Non-Infectious  . . 5 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . 140 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 373 

Number  of  Visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . 182 

Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipes  56 

Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 48 

Number  of  rooms,  passages  and  staircases  requiring  cleansing  10 

Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 209 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  94 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 170 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 106 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 15 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . Nil 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  . . . . 15 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . . 40 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 4 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . 161 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts:  Houses  4 

By  Local  Authority  . . Flats  106 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  . . 84 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Hove  . . . . . . 65 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Aldrington  . . . . . . 14 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Preston  Rural  . . . . 5 


21 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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330  : 263  14  ! Nil 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 
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> 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  detects  were  found. 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

T— 1 
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t— i 
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CO 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
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' 
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' 
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CO 

V— 1 

Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  . . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  insufficient  . . 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

j 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to  Outworkers) 

Total 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice  Cream. 

For  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  3 

For  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 135 

The  small  number  of  the  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  is  caused  by 
the  inability  of  the  shopkeeper  to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations  either  by  lack  of  accommodation  and/or  the 
cost  of  providing  the  plant.  With  ample  supplies  of  ice  cream  made 
available  by  the  large  manufacturers,  the  shopkeeper  to-day  finds 
that  in  many  instances  he  is  supplied  by  the  manufacturer  with  a 
conservator,  so  that  his  main  expense  is  for  electricity. 


Premises  registered  for  Cooked  and 

Preserved  Meat  . . . . 29 

Premises  registered  for  the 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  . . 35 

Dairies  Registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  . . 4 

The  reduced  number  of  dairies  is  accounted  for  by  the  advent  of 
compulsory  Pasteurisation,  when  many  smaller  dairymen  were 
faced  with  the  provision  of  Pasteurising  plant  in  premises  which 
could  not  be  adapted  for  that  purpose.  To  overcome  their  difficulties 
an  approach  was  made  to  the  larger  dairy  firms  who  already  had 
Pasteurising  plants  with  sufficient  capacity  to  provide  the  need  of  the 
smaller  dairyman.  At  first  the  smaller  dairyman  dreaded  losing  his 
personal  control,  but  to-day,  the  process  is  working  on  excellent  terms 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties.  With  no  bottle  washing  or  breakages, 
the  smaller  dairyman  finds  his  sole  responsibility  is  to  deliver  the  milk 
and  with  the  resulting  extra  time  for  other  activities. 

Number  of  Food  Premises. 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  136 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meats  . . 50 

Fish  Shops  (including  fried  fish)  . . 31 

Fruiterers  . . . . 79 

Bakers  (retail)  . . . . 32 

Confectioners  . . . . 95 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  . . 53 

Bakehouses  . . . . 18 


The  total  number  of  inspections  of  the  above  shops  was  1309. 
The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  all  shops  has  shown  a marked  improve- 
ment and  trades  have  realised  that  the  housewife  will  usually  return 
to  a clean  shop. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Pork  Sausages 
Beef  Sausages 
Milk 

Channel  Island  Milk 
Cream  (Single) 
Cream  (Double) 
Tinned  Cream 
Mincemeat 


7 

1 

32 

10 

4 

8 
8 

10 

Total  . . 80 


Deficient  Samples. 


No.  97  Milk — Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  1.0% 

No.  99  Milk — Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  1.1% 

No.  103  Milk — Deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat  0.8% 


The  Freezing  Points  are  those  of  genuine  Milk. 


Complaint  was  made  regarding  the  peculiar  smell  and  taste  of  a 
bottle  of  brown  beer  which  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who 
reported  : 

I am  of  opinion  that  the  bottle  of  beer  contains  traces  of  a 
disinfectant  of  the  halogenated  phenolic  type.  The  odour  and 
tests  were  similar  to  those  given  by  a proprietary  substance 
called  T.C.P. 


Examination  of  Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  samples  taken  . . . • • • ^6 

Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  1 . . • • • • 21 

Grade  2 . . • • • • 41 

Grade  3 . . • • • • 20 

Grade  4 . . . . • • 4 

Rats. 

The  Rodent  Operators  made  2360  visits  during  the  year  under 
review  and  334  rat  bodies  were  found. 

Two  full  time  operators  are  employed. 

Sewer  Treatment. 

During  the  year  two  treatments  were  carried  out.  The  accuracy 
of  results  is  problematical,  as  with  rain  during  treatment  and  with 
sewers  falling  towards  the  sea,  the  benches  of  the  manholes  come  under 
flood  and  the  baits  are  washed  away. 


SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 


Licences  were  granted  as  follows : 

For  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 31 

For  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 40 

For  the  sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . . . . . 26 

Supplementary  Licence  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . . 1 

Licence  to  Pasteurise  Milk  . . . . . . 1 

SAMPLES  OF  DESIGNATED  MILK  TAKEN 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  bottled)  . . . . 130 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 68 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 182 

Sterilised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 26 

Samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  conditions. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 7 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 4 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 9 

The  13  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  failed  the  Methelyne  blue  test 
but  satisfied  the  Phosphatase  test. 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 36 

Non-designated  Milk  . . . . . . 61 

Two  samples  of  non-designated  milk  were  found  to  contain 
Tubercle  by  Guinea  Pig  inoculation. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 


Small  Bath. 


Date 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar, 

2 days  37°C. 
Aerobically 

Probable  number  of 
Coliform  MacConkeys 

2 days  37°C. 

14th  Jan. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

29th  Jan. 

15  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

Faecal 

24th  Feb. 

65  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

10th  March 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

30th  March 

17  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

26th  May 

161  per  ml. 

5 per  100  ml. 

Faecal 

16th  June 

134  per  ml. 

3 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

29th  June 

852  per  ml. 

2 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

9th  July 

1878  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  July 

34  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

12th  Aug. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

25th  Aug. 

4 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

2nd  Sept. 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

16th  Sept. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

13th  Oct. 

98  per  ml. 

25  per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

29th  Oct. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

11th  Nov. 

4 per  ml. 

2 per  100  ml. 

2 Faecal 

25th  Nov. 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

21st  Dec. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

29th  Dec. 

2 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 


Large  Swimming  Bath. 


Date 

Plate  Count 
Yeastrel  Agar, 

2 days  at  37°C. 
Aerobically 

Probable  number  of 
Coliform  Bacilli, 
MacConkeys  2 days 
at  37°C. 

13th  April 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

22nd  April 

33  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

5th  May 

32  per  ml. 

2 per  100  ml. 

2 Faecal 

11th  May 

52  per  ml. 

2 per  100  ml. 

2 Faecal 

26th  May 

20  per  ml. 

1 per  100  ml. 

1 Faecal 

3rd  June 

2 per  ml. 

2 per  100  ml. 

2 Faecal 

16th  June 

6 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

29th  June 

1600  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

9th  July 

30  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

28th  July 

9 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

12th  Aug. 

Less  than  1 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

25th  Aug. 

10  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

2nd  Sept. 

3 per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

16th  Sept. 

10  per  ml. 

Less  than  1 per  100  ml. 

The  large  swimming  bath  is  used  as  such  for  the  period  from  Easter 

until  the  end  of  September. 
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FOOD  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Home  Killed  Meat. 

Beef 

Pork 

Offal 


959  lbs. 
101  lbs. 
461  lbs. 


Imported  Meat. 

Beef 

Pork 

Offal 

Pork  Trimmings 

Tinned  and  Cooked  Meat. 

Cooked  Ham 
Cooked  Beef 
Tinned  Ham 
Tinned  Pork 
Luncheon  Meat  . . 
Stewed  Steak 
Jellied  Veal 
Ham  and  Veal  Loaf 
Pork  Brawn 
Corned  Beef 
Brisket  of  Beef  . . 

Ox  Tongue 
Sheeps  Tongue  . . 
Kidneys 
Sausages 

Pork  and  Kidney 
Chicken  and  Turkey 
Liver 
Hearts 

Miscellaneous  Meat 

Pork  Sausages 
Beef  Sausages 
Sausage  Meat 
Tripe 

Whalemeat 
Turkey 
Bacon 
Wet  Fish. 

Soles 

Haddock 

Plaice 

Herrings 

Huss 

Dog  Fish 
Cod 


525  lbs. 
40  lbs. 
19  lbs. 
178  lbs. 


17  lbs. 
34  lbs. 
175  lbs. 
92  lbs. 
821  lbs. 
1811  lbs. 
57  lbs. 

8 lbs. 

3 lbs. 
68  lbs. 

9 lbs. 
21  lbs. 

1 lb. 

4 tins 
49  tins 

1 tin 
48  tins 

2 tins 
2 tins 


375  lbs. 

74  lbs. 
438  lbs. 
158  lbs. 
100  lbs. 

8 lbs. 

4 lbs. 

5 stones 
164  stones 

8 stones 
244  stones 
8 stones 
114  stones 

6 stones 
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Rock  Salmon 

Mackerel 

Hake 

Whiting 

Halibut 

Kippers 

Crabs 

Skate 

Salmon 

Escallops 


10  stones 
2 stones 
2 stones 
1 stone 
1\  stones 

7 stones 
6 stones 

8 lbs. 
16|  lbs. 

8 dozen 


Tinned  Fish. 


Pilchards  . . . . . . 40  tins 

Rock  Lobster  . . . . . . 13  tins 

Sardines  . . . . . . 45  tins 

Silds  . . . . . . 5 tins 

Herrings  . . . . 7 tins 

Salmon  . . . . . . 26  tins 

Shrimps  . . . . . . 8 tins 

Crab  . . . . . . . . 1 tin 

Herring  Roes  . . . . . . 17  tins 

Cods  Roe  . . . . . . 36  tins 


Tinned  Fruit 


Cherries  • . . . . . 206  tins 

Blackberries  • • . . . 18  tins 

Plums  . . . . . . 658  tins 

Damsons  . . . . . . 48  tins 

Pineapple  . . . . . . 155  tins 

Strawberries  . . . . . . 11  tins 

Peaches  . . . . . . 80  tins 

Pears  . . . . . . 84  tins 

Apricots  . , . . . . 222  tins 

Bananas  . . . . . . 2 tins 

Raspberries  . . . . . . 10  tins 

Oranges  . . . . . . 19  tins 

Grapefruit  . . . . . . 102  tins 

Gooseberries  . . . . . . 69  tins 

Blackcurrants  . . . . . . 63  tins 

Grapes  . . . . . . 13  tins 

Greengages  . . . . . . 51  tins 

Cranberries  . . . . . . 33  tins 

Apple  and  Cranberry  . . . . 11  tins 

Apples  . . . . . . 98  tins 

Fruit  Salad  . . . . . . 25  tins 

Prunes  . . . . . . 70  tins 

Rhubarb  . . . . . . 4 tins 

Quince  . . . . . . 1 tin 
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Tinned  Vegetables 

Tomatoes 
Garden  Peas 
Processed  Peas 
Baked  Beans 
Beans 
Carrots 
Spinach 
Runner  Beans 
Beetroot 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Milk. 

Evaporated  Milk 
Full  Cream 
Skimmed  Milk  . . 
Sweetened  Milk 
Unsweetened  Milk 
Cream 

Jam  and  Marmalade. 

Orange  Marmalade 
Grapefruit  Marmalade 
Apricot  Jam 
Peach 
Pineapple 
Blackcurrant 
Raspberry 
Grape 
Soup. 

Tomato 

Celery 

Oxtail 

Mock  Turtle 
Meat 

Scotch  Broth 
Asparagus 
Chicken 
Other  Foods. 

Sweetened  Fat 
Liquid  Egg 
Pastry  Mixture  . . 
Cake  Mixture 
Sugar 

Grapefruit  Juice 
Orange  Juice 
Pineapple  Juice  . . 
Tomato  Juice 
Lemon  Squash  . . 
Chocolate 
Mars  Bars 
Coconut  Ice 
Fruit  Cake 


97 

tins 

91 

tins 

376 

tins 

105 

tins 

52 

tins 

45 

tins 

2 

tins 

1 

tin 

1 

tin 

4 

tins 

735 

tins 

117 

tins 

48 

tins 

14 

tins 

8 

tins 

23  jars  and  tins 

50  tins 

19  tins 
50  tins 

3 tins 
1 tin 
17  tins 
9 tins 

13  tins 

74  tins 
3 tins 
5 tins 
1 tin 

1 tin 

5 tins 

6 tins 
5 tins 

23  cwts. 

14  lbs. 

8 cartons 

20  lbs. 

2 lbs. 

2 tins 
29  tins 

3 tins 

1 tin 

2 bottles 

4 lbs. 

3 doz. 

2\  lbs. 

2 lbs. 
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Christmas  Pudding 

Fish  Paste 

Meat  paste 

Mincemeat 

Lemon  Curd 

Custard  Powder  . . 

Chocolate  Blancmange 

Creamed  Rice 

Macaroni 

Jelly  Crystals 

Cereals 

Ry-Vita 

Bemax 

Spaghetti 

Sauce 

Pickles 

Salt 

Pepper 

Junket 

Bovril 

Cheese  and  Tomato  Paste 

Cheese 

Box  Cheese 

Welsh  Rarebit 

Sandwich  Spread 

Dripping 

Calves  Foot  Jelly 

Dried  Figs 

Strained  Foods  . . 

Humanised  Milk 

Prenatalac 

Baby  Cereal 

Nescafe 

Oats 

Steak  Puddings  . . 
Lettuce 


1 lb. 

192  jars  and  tins 
6 jars  and  tins 
27  tins 
1 jar 
17  tins 
56  galls. 

1 tin 
i ib. 

3 packets 

8 packets 
1 packet 
1 packet 

12  tins 
7 bottles 
7 jars 

5 packets 
7 ozs. 

1 bottle 

1 bottle 
70  jars 

3 lbs. 

16  boxes 

2 tins 
2 jars 

2 lbs. 

1 jar 

12  lbs. 

31  tins 
14  tins 

6 tins 

9 tins 
1 tin 

12  packets 

3 tins 
3 cases 


The  large  quantities  of  tinned  foods  which  are  unfit  for  human 
consumption  may  create  a wrong  impression  of  local  conditions,  but 
is  accounted  for  by  the  segregation  of  unsound  tins  of  foods  at  a 
warehouse  before  distribution  to  shops  over  the  whole  of  the  county. 

The  quantity  of  Chocolate  Blancmange  condemned  was  caused  by 
a supply  of  dried  milk  being  “suspect”  which  was  recalled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Sausages  and  sausage  meat  with  a total  weight  of  887  lbs.  were 
found  unfit  because  of  delay  in  transit  during  the  hot  weather. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  collect  from  Butchers’ 
shops  any  meat  which  was  found  to  be  unfit,  bone  taint  being  the 
chief  cause. 

All  unsound  foods,  except  the  meat  referred  to  in  the  previous  para- 
graph, were  taken  to  the  destructor  and  destroyed  by  fire  in  the 
presence  of  the  Inspector. 
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